
 

 

 

These are basic examples of the Vancouver citation style, copied from the copyright-free ebook: Patrias K. Citing medicine: the 
NLM style guide for authors, editors, and publishers [Internet]. 2nd ed. Bethesda (MD): National Library of Medicine (US); 
2007- [updated 2015]. Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK7256/. This online book, not available in print 
format, is the definitive guide to Vancouver style.  

 Use in-text numbers to identify the resources you have directly quoted or paraphrased in your document. Number after 
the fullstop or comma following the cited resource. Use square brackets, round brackets, or superscript – ask your lecturer. 

e.g. …. was discovered.[1]   OR   … was discovered.(1)    OR  … was discovered.1     OR   … was discovered.1,2,6-8 

 Include a reference list at the end of your document listing all of the resources that your in-text numbers refer to, in 
numerical order of appearance in the text. 

 Pay special attention to the use of capital letters, abbreviations, spacing and punctuation. Use Sentence case for article 
titles and book titles. 

Journal articles. The general format for a journal article is:  

 

Ref. type Notes Reference list / Bibliography 

Journal 
article  
 

General rules 

 Enter surname (family or last name) first for each 
author 

 Convert given (first) names and middle names to 
initials, for a maximum of two initials following each 
surname 

 Give all authors, regardless of the number 

 Separate author names from each other by a comma 
and a space 

 End author information with a full stop 

 Use Sentence case for article titles and book titles 

 Abbreviate significant words in a journal title using: 

PubMed Journals database 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog/journals  

 Capitalize all remaining journal title words, including 
abbreviations 

 End the journal title with a full  stop  

1.     Petitti DB, Crooks VC, Buckwalter JG, Chiu 
V. Blood pressure levels before dementia. Arch 
Neurol. 2005 Jan;62(1):112-6. 
 
2.     Rastan S, Hough T, Kierman A, Hardisty R, 
Erven A, Gray IC, Voeling S, Isaacs A, Tsai H, 
Strivens M, Washbourne R, Thornton C, 
Greenaway S, Hewitt M, McCormick S, Selley R, 
Wells C, Tymowska-Lalanne Z, Roby P, Mburu 
P, Rogers D, Hagan J, Reavill C, Davies K, 
Glenister P, Fisher EM, Martin J, Vizor L, Bouzyk 
M, Kelsell D, Guenet JL, Steel KP, Sheardown S, 
Spurr N, Gray I, Peters J, Nolan PM, Hunter AJ, 
Brown SD. Towards a mutant map of the 
mouse--new models of neurological, 
behavioural, deafness, bone, renal and blood 
disorders. Genetica. 2004 Sep;122(1):47-9. 

Journal 
article  
 

Optional limit to 3 authors 3.     Rastan S, Hough T, Kierman A, et al. 
Towards a mutant map of the mouse--new 
models of neurological, behavioural, deafness, 
bone, renal and blood disorders. Genetica. 
2004 Sep;122(1):47-9. 

Journal 
article  
 

Optional limit to 6 authors 4.     Hallal AH, Amortegui JD, Jeroukhimov IM, 
Casillas J, Schulman CI, Manning RJ, et al. 
Magnetic resonance cholangiopancreato-
graphy accurately   detects common bile duct 
stones in resolving gallstone pancreatitis. J Am 
Coll Surg. 2005 Jun;200(6): 869-75. 

 

Vancouver citation style examples  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK7256/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog/journals


Electronic journal articles. The general format for an ejournal article is: 

 

Ref. type Notes Reference list / Bibliography 

Electronic 
journal 
article  

General rules. Cite an Internet journal article as you 
would a print article, but with these major 
exceptions: 

 Use the word "Internet" in square brackets as the 
Type of Medium after the journal title 

 Include any date of update/revision and a date of 
citation in square brackets following the date of 
publication  

 When the location (pagination) of the article is not 
provided, as often occurs, calculate the length of 
the article using the best means possible e.g., in 
terms of print pages, screens, paragraphs, or 
bytes. If an article is not linear, and has many 
hyperlinks, it will be impossible to determine the 
length 

 Provide the URL or other electronic address of the 
article 

5.    Polgreen PM, Diekema DJ, Vandeberg J, Wiblin RT, 
Chen YY, David S, Rasmus D, Gerdts N, Ross A, Katz L, 
Herwaldt LA. Risk factors for groin wound infection 
after femoral artery catheterization: a case-control 
study. Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol [Internet]. 2006 
Jan [cited 2007 Jan 5];27(1):34-7. Available from: 
https://doi.org/10.1086/500001  

 
6.    Happell B. The influence of education on the career 
preferences of undergraduate nursing students. Aust 
Electron J Nurs Educ [Internet]. 2002 Apr [cited 2007 
Jan 8];8(1):[about 12 p.]. Available from: 
https://www.scu.edu.au/schools/nhcp/aejne/vol8-
1/refereed/happell_max.html  

Electronic 
journal 
article  

It is important to cite the version you saw. If you 
viewed an article on the Internet, do not cite it as if 
it were a print one. However, it may be useful to 
begin a citation to an Internet article by first locating 
all of the information needed to cite it as if it were a 
print article, then adding the Internet-specific items. 
For example (see right): 

Print information: 
7.    Kaul S, Diamond GA. Good enough: a primer on the 
analysis and interpretation of noninferiority trials. Ann 
Intern Med. 2006 Jul 4;145(1):62-9. 

Added Internet information (in bold): 
8.    Kaul S, Diamond GA. Good enough: a primer on the 
analysis and interpretation of noninferiority trials. Ann 
Intern Med [Internet]. 2006 Jul 4 [cited 2007 Jan 
4];145(1):62-9. Available from: 
http://annals.org/aim/fullarticle/725264/  

Electronic 
journal 
article 

Optional limit to 3 authors 9.     Terauchi Y, Takamoto I, Kubota N, et al. 
Glucokinase and IRS-2 are required for compensatory 
beta cell hyperplasia in response to high-fat diet-
induced insulin resistance. J Clin Invest [Internet]. 2007 
Jan 2 [cited 2007 Jan 5];117(1):246-57. Available from: 
https://www.jci.org/articles/view/17645  

Electronic 
journal 
article 

Optional limit to 6 authors 10.     Terauchi Y, Takamoto I, Kubota N, Matsui J, Suzuki 
R, Komeda K, et al. Glucokinase and IRS-2 are required 
for compensatory beta cell hyperplasia in response to 
high-fat diet-induced insulin resistance. J Clin Invest 
[Internet]. 2007 Jan 2 [cited 2007 Jan 5];117(1):246-57. 
Available from: 
https://www.jci.org/articles/view/17645 

Systematic 
review 

Record written for a database like Cochrane 
Database of Systematic Reviews, rather than for a 
journal – also see Chapter 24B: Retrieving Parts of 
Databases (e.g. Cochrane Reviews) 

11.     Bunyavejchevin S, Phupong V. Laparoscopic 
surgery for presumed benign ovarian tumor during 
pregnancy. 2006 Oct 18 [amended 2008 Sep 11; cited 
2009 Feb 20]. In: The Cochrane Database of Systematic 
Reviews [Internet]. Hoboken (NJ): John Wiley & Sons, 
Ltd. c1999- . 129K. Available from: 
https://www.cochranelibrary.com/cdsr/doi/10.1002/14
651858.CD005459.pub2/full Record No.: CD005459 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/n/citmed/A57255/


Citing parts of journal articles. Rather than citing an entire journal article, a part of an article such as a table may be cited. In 

general, most modern articles have standardised to three types of parts: figures, tables, and appendices. However, other names 
may be found for parts, including section, chart, graph, box, and photograph. Use the name provided in the article. The general 
format for a reference to part of a journal article, including punctuation, is: 

 

Ref. type Notes Reference list / Bibliography 

 
General rule: Cite the article according to the 
guidance above 

 

Part of an 
article 

Specific rules: 

 Enter the name of the part, such as Table, Figure, 
or Appendix, as it appears in the article 

 Translate non-English names into English 

 Do not abbreviate names. For example, convert 
Fig. to Figure. 

 Follow the name with any accompanying 
number or letter, such as Table 2, Figure 3.1, or 
Appendix A 

 Use arabic numbers only. For example: convert 
VI or Six to 6. 

 End name and number/letter information with a 
comma and a space 

12.     Diaz-Cruz ES, Shapiro CL, Brueggemeier RW. 
Cyclooxygenase inhibitors suppress aromatase 
expression and activity in breast cancer cells. J Clin 
Endocrinol Metab. 2005 May;90(5):2563-70. Table 2, 
Aromatase activity and expression in cell lines; p. 2565. 

13.     Mitchell GF, Pfeffer MA. Evaluation and 
management of patients with uncontrolled systolic 
hypertension: is another new paradigm really needed? 
Am Heart J. 2005 May;149(5):776-84. Figure 3, Regional 
pressure wave forms in the normal arterial system; p. 
780. 

14.     House MG, Choti MA. Palliative therapy for 
pancreatic/biliary cancer. Surg Clin N Am. 2005 
Apr;85(2):359-71. Appendix 1, Principles guiding care at 
the end of life; p. 389-90. 

 

Citing a blog post. The general format for a reference to a blog on the Internet is: 

 

The general format for a reference to a contribution to a blog, when the contribution is written by someone other than the 
blog owner is: 

  



Print books. The general format for a book is:  

 

Ref. type Notes Reference list / Bibliography 

Entire book A book is a publication that is complete in one 
volume or a limited number of volumes; 
books are therefore often called monographs.  

Textbooks, technical reports, conference 
proceedings, master's theses and 
dissertations, bibliographies, and patents are 
all examples of monographs. 

15.     Jenkins PF. Making sense of the chest x-ray: a hands-on 
guide. New York: Oxford University Press; 2005. 194 p. 
 
16.     Eyre HJ, Lange DP, Morris LB. Informed decisions: the 
complete book of cancer diagnosis, treatment, and recovery. 
2nd ed. Atlanta: American Cancer Society; c2002. 768 p. 

Chapter of a 
book  

 17.     Riffenburgh RH. Statistics in medicine. 2nd ed. 
Amsterdam (Netherlands): Elsevier Academic Press; c2006. 
Chapter 24, Regression and correlation methods; p. 447-86. 

Figure in a 
book  

 18.     Nielsen-Bohlman L, Panzer AM, Kindig DA, editors. 
Health literacy: a prescription to end confusion. Washington: 
National Academies Press; c2004. Figure B-2, Improving 
chronic disease care: a framework based on health literacy 
and related research; p. 271.  

Contribution 
to a book 

Use this example for a chapter in an edited 
book. 

19.     Rojko JL, Hardy WD Jr. Feline leukemia virus and other 
retroviruses. In: Sherding RG, editor. The cat: diseases and 
clinical management. New York: Churchill Livingstone; 1989. 
p. 229-332. 

 

Electronic books. The general format for an ebook is: 

 

 

Ref. type Notes Reference list / Bibliography 

Entire book  20.     Collins SR, Kriss JL, Davis K, Doty MM, Holmgren AL. 
Squeezed: why rising exposure to health care costs threatens 
the health and financial well-being of American families 
[Internet]. New York: Commonwealth Fund; 2006 Sep [cited 
2006 Nov 2]. 34 p. Available from: 
http://www.cmwf.org/usr_doc/Collins_squeezedrisinghltcare
costs_953.pdf  

AV book  21.     Tracey E, Lange R. [Podcast for week of November 6, 
2006] [Internet]. Baltimore (MD): Johns Hopkins Medicine; 
2006 Nov 6 [cited 2006 Nov 7]. Podcast: 10 min. Available 
from: http://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/mediaII/Podcasts.html  



Ref. type Notes Reference list / Bibliography 

Chapter in 
an ebook 

 22.     Higgins JP, Green S, editors. Cochrane handbook for 
systematic reviews of interventions [Internet]. Version 4.2.6. 
Chichester (UK): John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.; 2006 [updated 2006 
Sep]. Chapter 3, Guide to the contents of a protocol and 
review; [cited 2006 Nov 17]; p. 37-57. Available from: 
http://www.cochrane.org/resources/handbook/handbook.pdf  

Table in an 
ebook 

 23.     Making a difference: state injury and violence 
prevention programs [Internet]. Atlanta (GA): State and 
Territorial Injury Prevention Directors Association; c2006. 
[Table], 10 leading causes of death by age group; [cited 2006 
Nov 15]; p. 11. Available from: 
http://www.stipda.org/associations/5805/files/MakingADiffe
rence2006.pdf 

Contribution 
to an ebook  

 24.     Neath SX. Anaphylaxis. In: Barkin RM, Rosen P, editors. 
Rosen & Barkin's 5-minute emergency medicine consult 
[Internet]. 3rd ed. Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins; 
c2007 [cited 2006 Nov 20]. [about 8 screens]. Available from: 
http://gateway.ut.ovid.com/gw1/ovidweb.cgi 
Subscription required to view. 

 

Websites. The general format for a web page is: 

 

Ref. type Notes Reference list / bibliography 

Home page – 
no author 

The rules for citing homepages are similar 
to those for Internet books. Locate the 
author or organization with responsibility 
for the homepage, a title, a place of 
publication, a publisher, and a date of 
publication. Simply adding a Uniform 
Resource Locator (URL) or other electronic 
address to a title is not sufficient. Internet 
sites disappear with great frequency, and 
users of a citation must be given some other 
identifying information if they are to locate 
sites in the future. 

25.     AMA: helping doctors help patients [Internet]. 
Chicago: American Medical Association; c1995-2007 [cited 
2007 Feb 22]. Available from: https://www.ama-assn.org/. 

Home page - 
authored 

26.     Hooper JF. Psychiatry & the Law: Forensic Psychiatric 
Resource Page [Internet]. Tuscaloosa (AL): University of 
Alabama, Department of Psychiatry and Neurology; 1999 
Jan 1 [updated 2006 Jul 8; cited 2007 Feb 23]. Available 
from: http://bama.ua.edu/~jhooper/. 

Part of a web 
site 

 27.     AMA: helping doctors help patients [Internet]. 
Chicago: American Medical Association; c1995-2007. AMA 
launches exclusive partnership with the ReachMD Channel 
for medical professionals; 2007 Mar 26 [cited 2007 Mar 28]; 
[about 2 screens]. Available from: http://www.ama-
assn.org/ama/pub/category/17469.html 

 
There is much more guidance, and many more examples in the ebook: Patrias K. Citing medicine: the NLM style guide for 
authors, editors, and publishers [Internet]. 2nd ed. Bethesda (MD): National Library of Medicine (US); 2007- [updated 2015]. 
Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK7256/ (e.g. Chapter 15-16 Audiovisual, Chapter 26C Blogs). 

Vancouver Examples update: Dec  2019 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK7256/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/n/citmed/A46175/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/n/citmed/A47102/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/n/citmed/A60586/

