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Abstract

Background and Purpose: Research has showed that children with Down
syndrome experience difficulties in developing plot line when narrating a story. The
present study aimed to investigate the narrative storytelling skills of children with
Down syndrome in producing the plot line.

Materials and Methods: To this end, 33 children with Down syndrome and typically
developing children in three groups (33 matched in mental age, 33 matched in syntax
comprehension and 33 matched in mean length of utterances) were asked to narrate
the picture story of Frog! Where Are You? Their narratives were subsequently
analyzed in terms of plot line.

Results: The findings revealed that, despite the limited vocabulary and syntax,
children with Down syndrome outperformed the group matched for MLU in producing
plotline. Their performance was comparable to that of the group matched for syntax
comprehension.

Conclusion: The results indicated that the group with Down syndrome
demonstrated a conceptual understanding of the picture story similar to that of
the children matched for syntax comprehension. This conceptual understanding
enabled them to produce richer conceptual content despite limitation in formal
expressive language measures.
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